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It’s Been A Wild Ride 
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Florida At-a-Glance 

 Florida’s Economy $800 billion (19th) 

 19.6 million residents (3rd) 

 Adding 6 million by 2030 (803/day) (280,000) 

 728,500 private-sector since 12-2010  

 Unemployment rate – 5.6% 

 Cost of living – 5th to 25th  

 4-out-of-5 jobs created by small business 

 

 

Dr. Jerry Parrish 
Chief Economist  

Florida Chamber Foundation 
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Demographic & Economic Transitions 
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Keys to Securing Florida’s Future 

1) Long term over the short term 

2) One agenda, not many 

3) Metrics, accountability, transparency 

4) Alignment and coordination of 

 resources 

“We must plan better for the next 6 million 

Floridians, better than we did for the last 6 million” 
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Florida Employment FutureCast 

Current 
Unemployment 

Rate 5.6% 

Current # of Jobs  
9,082,178 

5% Unemployment 
in 2020 – Create 

728,159 Jobs 

5% Unemployment 
in 2030 – Create 
1,869,576 Jobs 
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Current Employment

1,869,576 Net New 
Jobs Needed by 2030 
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Diversifying Florida’s Economy 
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Florida’s Change Management Strategy 
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Building a Competitive Workforce 

Key Drivers 
 
• Early Childhood Education 

• K-12  

• Postsecondary 

• Career Readiness 

• Workforce Development 

• Lifelong Engagement 

 

34 
Number of the top 

50 jobs for 2013 that 
were STEM related, 
according to Forbes 
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Trained & Retrained? 

Talent Magnet? 

0-4 5-17 18-24 25-49 50-64 65-79 80+

2015 1,111,725 2,990,252 1,816,688 6,112,410 4,054,346 2,636,460 1,025,352

2030 1,291,884 3,383,376 1,962,225 7,267,527 4,033,709 4,234,423 1,435,828
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Creating Jobs by Diversifying Economy 

11 DAYS 
California companies earn 

more in venture capital 
every 11 days than Florida 

does in year (2013) 

Key Drivers 
 
• Trade and Logistics 

• Tourism  

• Economic Development 

• Entrepreneurship 

• Small Business Development 

• Industry Growth/Diversification 
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Florida is Built for Trade 
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Global Florida 

13 
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Top Global Partners 

14 

IMPORTS EXPORTS VISITORS INVESTMENT 
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Flag_of_Germany.svg
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Panamax v. Post-Panamax Vessels 

Source: PopularMechanics.com 

San Francisco Bay 
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Move more trade through  
Florida sea and air gateways 

 
Make, grow, and refine more products 

 for export in Florida 
 

Multiply the impacts  
of trade in Florida 

16 
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Can We MAKE More Here? 

 $6.4   $6.3  

 $3.6  

 $1.6   $1.5   $1.2  

Computers Vehicles Electronics Medical 
Equipment 

Aerospace Pharmaceuticals 

High Value Commodities 
Shipped through Florida Gateways,  
BUT Not Produced in Florida … yet  

$20+ billion potential 

U.S. Census,  Foreign Trade Statistics, 2012 

MANUFACTURING  
     + SERVICES 
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“Trade is like water; it will find the 

path of least resistance.”   
 

 

Alice Ancona 

Director, Global Outreach 

Florida Chamber of Commerce 
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State Strategic Investments  

 

• Florida’s infrastructure is ranked 

#1 in the U.S. 

 

• Florida has the 3rd largest cluster 

of logistics and distribution 

establishments in the U.S. 

 

• Florida is the 6th largest exporting 

state in the U.S. 

 

• Florida is #5 for Foreign Trade 

Zone warehouse and distribution 

activities in the U.S. 

 

• Florida is #2 for Foreign Trade 

Zone exports in the U.S. 
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Leveraging Infrastructure Investments 

• Strategic investments in local 

transportation infrastructure, airports 

and seaports serving a region play key 

roles in supply chain performance 

 

• Increased cargo requires expanded 

capacity and improved intermodal 

assets which are essential components 

to connect Florida to the marketplace 

and ultimately to consumers 

 

 
The Florida Chamber’s support for creating a globally competitive state encourages investment in 
infrastructure, such as airports, so we can accommodate continued growth. JOE LOPANO | Tampa 

International Airport 

$750 million invested in Florida Ports since 2011 
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Miami International Office 



SECURING FLORIDA’S FUTURE • WWW.FLORIDACHAMBER.COM  

 

Preparing for Smart Growth & Development 

28% 
Florida needs 28% 

more usable water by 
2030 

Key Drivers 
 
• Transportation 

• Energy 

• Water 

• Environmental Sustainability 

• Technology/Communications 

• Preparedness 
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Building the Perfect Climate for Business 

41st  
Florida ranks near the 
bottom on our legal 

climate ranking 

Key Drivers 
 
• Taxes 

• Permitting and Regulation 

• Property Rights 

• Insurance 

• Legal Climate/Gotcha Lawsuits 

• Right to Work 
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Making Florida More Competitive 
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Building the Perfect Climate for Business 

 

 

Insurance 
Reform 

 

Tax 
Reform:  
Targeted 
Tax Cuts 

 

Legal 
Reform:  
Lawsuit 
Abuse 

 

 

Workers’ 
Comp 

 

 

Regulatory 
Reform 
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Better Florida Governance 

$18 BILLION  
36 years at $500 million 

per year 

Key Drivers 
 
• Government Structure 

• Courts 

• Corrections 

• Civic Architecture 

• Stewardship 

• Elections 
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Championing Quality of Life & Places 

1 IN 5 
The current number 
of Florida children 
who live below the 

poverty line 

Key Drivers 
 
• Smarter Care, Health and Wellness 

• Housing and Livability 

• Safety 

• Breaking Generational Poverty 

• Families and Children 

• Cultural Sustainability 

• Sense of Place & Community  
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What if… 

… 6 million more Floridians and 1.5 billion visitors 

… 1.8 billion jobs across flat world 

… new marketplaces, work spaces & work places 

… global trade shifts & Florida is front of the line 

… disruptions drive the “unimagined”  

… plans moved at pace of entrepreneurs 

… governance & citizens were aligned & strategic 

… place and prosperity were the incentives 
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What if… 

 

… and transportation drove all of this 

 

 



SECURING FLORIDA’S FUTURE • WWW.FLORIDACHAMBER.COM  

 

Securing Florida’s 
Future 

mwilson@flchamber.com 
 

tcarvajal@flfoundation.org 


